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Beaching1 the deck, Commander Winslow was found on the
quarter-deck, and though under heavy musketry fire from the
riflemen on the beach, received the report of the rescue of his
boats. He remained until the officers of his ship had cleared
the propeller by using a cutting spade from a boat under the
Cuyler's stern, this boat being protected by the boats from the
Potomac and the battery of the Huntsville, Commander Cicero
Price. The second hawser from the Cuyler was carried to the
prize by the Potomac''s boats, and toward sundown the prize
was pulled off the beach and captured. The assisting boats,
with the Cuyler and Huntsville, returned to the blockade off
Mobile about 8 p. M., and the wounded men of the Potomac7s boats
were cared for most tenderly. The prize proved to be the brig
Wilder.

In the decree of the prize court afterward, at New York,
through some error made on board the Potomac or in transmit-
ting the prize list, the writer's name and those of the assisting
crews were omitted, so that although this capture had been made
possible by the work of the Potomac7s boats, they did not par-
ticipate in the proceeds of the prize.

For some weeks this dreary and wearisome blockade was
maintained. The lack of exercise and nutritious food was felt
by officer and man, and scurvy, that dreaded pest of ship-life
in the olden times, was only avoided by the occasional relief
which came to them afterward from the steamers bringing sup-
plies of fresh meats and vegetables in amounts about enough
for two or three days. The diet for the rest of the month was
composed mainly of salted meats, cheese, hard bread, bad butter,
inferior coffee and positively bad tea. It is indeed a wonder
that the efficiency of the personnel was maintained at all under
such conditions.

In the early part of 1862 news reached the squadrons block-
ading our coasts that a large fleet, consisting of English, French
and Spanish war vessels, with a division of the French army,
had descended upon Vera Cruz, Mexico, with the ostensible pur-
pose of collecting debts due to the subjects of each of those coun-
tries from Mexican merchants. The Potomac was selected to
proceed to Vera Cruz to ascertain the purpose of this expedition,
as far as that might be possible, on the spot.ack to the Cuyler, much to the gratification of her noble
